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Abstract
The Congress elected for 2021-2026 enacted Law No. 31520, changing the meaning of Law No. 30220 
(University Reform Law). The objective is to compare and analyze the outcome before and after 2015, 
at least until 2024 or the date when the autonomy of Peruvian universities was reestablished. The 
research has a qualitative approach, and the methodology corresponds to a case study based on 
existing records. In the more than 31 years when there was autonomy, universities did not appear 
in the quality rankings. However, in the seven years that the University Reform was in force, it had 
positive outcomes, as it allowed Peruvian universities to appear in the three main quality rankings. 
As of 2024, 30 appeared in the SIR1 Ranking, 25 in the QS Latin America University Rankings, 10 in the 
QS2 World University, and 10 in the THE3 Ranking. In the seven years, some universities claimed that 
they did not enjoy autonomy but did enjoy excessive supervision, on the other hand, they managed 
to rise exponentially. So, why did Peruvian politicians return autonomy to universities with Law No. 
30220?
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Introduction
The National System of Evaluation, Accreditation, and Certification of Educational Quality (SINEACE), 
in coordination with the Ministry of Education (MINEDU), is responsible for the national accreditation 
and certification of competencies granted by Law No. 28740. A positive action by SINEACE in 2021 
was the Regulation for the Recognition of Accreditations and the Directive for the Recognition of 
Foreign Accrediting Agencies was repealed on August 8, 2024. In Peru, between 1983 and 2014 (31 
years old), eight lists were formed to represent the National Assembly of Rectors (ANR), which func-
tioned until December 31, 2014 (Wikipedia, 2023) and allowed the creation of 143 universities (Mejía 
y Montero, 2019)/144: 51 public, 41 private nonprofit, and 52 private for-profit (Molina, 2020).

In 2015, the University Reform took place, which created the National Superintendence of University 
Education (SUNEDU). This regulatory and supervisory body was supported by University Law No. 
30220 (MINEDU, 2015), which, as of June 9, 2023, granted licenses to 96 universities and denied 
46 for not complying with the Basic Quality Conditions (CBC). That same year, the Government of 
Professor Pedro Castillo, enacted Law No. 31520, which reformulates the functions of SUNEDU and 
restores autonomy to Peruvian universities with the publication of resolution N.° 005-2023-SUNEDU/
CD.
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Theoretical framework
Multimodels encompass both licensing models and accreditation models, the latter being known 
as Accreditation Agency models (AA), models adopted by nine top Peruvian universities in Peru and 
others (see Figure 1). The information was extracted from their respective websites in 2023.

Figure 1. National and international multi-models in effect as of 2023 by 9 top Peruvian 
universities

Own elaboration, based on the portals of the 2023 AAs.

Concerning SINEACE, Figure 2 and Figure 3, show the progress made between 2006 and 2015, 
accounting for the number of Quality Committees, the number of Self-assessments, the number of 
external self-evaluations, and accredited University Higher Education.
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Figure 2. Accreditation Progress in Education University Higher 2006-2015

Source: SINEACE as of 30/4/2015.

Figure 3. Accreditation Progress of Accreditation in Peru 2006-2015 by SINEACE

 Source: SINEACE as of 30/4/2015.
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Figure 4, SINEACE, for its part, shows the number of universities that have reached each of the 3 
groups or 3 levels of progress (beginning, medium, and important) of 3 milestones (optimization/
adequacy, licensing, and accreditation) to determine if each of the 25 regions of Peru is considered in 
the first group, second group, and third group. This figure shows the results of SUNEDU and SINEACE 
for each of the regions of Peru that appear in the SIR Ranking in 2022 and 2023.

Figure 4. Progress of Peruvian universities in accreditation, licensing, and their ranking in the 
SIR Ranking by region from 2020 to 2023

Own elaboration, adapted from SUNEDU, SINEACE, and SIR in 2023.

Methods
This research is based on the qualitative approach from an interpretative perspective supported by 
the consultation of official documents from the websites of SINEACE, SUNEDU, the top universities, 
and the main world quality rankings that served to prepare the outcomes that are displayed in Tables: 
1, 2, 3, 4 y 5. This methodology corresponds to the case studies and the general inductive method.
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Results

Table 1. Multimodels valid until 2023 extracted from the websites of the 9 top Peruvian 
universities according to SUNEDU

 (1) Go to Figure 1, for the names of the acronyms of the Accrediting Agencies.  (2) Go to Table 4, for the full 
names of the University acronyms, as well as UNSA (San Agustin National University).

Own elaboration, adapted from the websites of the top 9 Peruvian universities and accrediting agencies. It 
shows that the top 9 Peruvian universities according to SUNEDU had to adopt quality models.

Table 2. Number of Peruvian universities in the QS Latin America University Ranking (QS 
Ranking), 2015-2024

Own elaboration based on the QS Quacquarelli Symonds.
The evolution began in 2015, and after the University Reform of 2015, the number of universi-
ties present in this range went from 16 to 25.
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Table 3. Number of Peruvian universities in the QS World University Ranking (QS World 
Ranking), 2015-2024

Own elaboration based on the QS Quacquarelli Symonds.

Similarly, the evolution began in 2015, when Peruvian universities were found at least between posi-
tions 301 and 550 worldwide. After the University Reform of 2015, the number of universities in this 
category grew from 2 to 10. (Ombudsman’s Office, 2022).

Table 4. Peruvian universities in the Times Higher Education. Ranking (THE Ranking), 2018-2024 
*FTE: Full-Time Equivalent

Own elaboration, based on the Times Higher Education.
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The evolution began in 2018 when Peru’s universities made their appearance at least within the 
range of 501 to 1501 of the best higher education institutions worldwide. It is necessary to point out 
that there is no record of the outcomes of the previous 31 years for Peru in the Times Higher Educa-
tion Ranking (THE Ranking), which since 2001 should at least appear. After the University Reform of 
2015, there were three years of maturity for Peruvian universities to begin to appear where foreign 
students experience in Peru due to the academic mobilities that promote quality models, which 
happened in the ANR. Quite the opposite, although the UNSA does not appear in this ranking.

Table 5. Peruvian Universities in SCImago Institutions Rankings (SIR Ranking), 2009-2024

Own elaboration, based on SCImago Institutions Rankings, SUNEDU, and
CONCYTEC (National Council of Science, Technology and Technological Innovation of Peru)

The number of researchers RENACYT (National Scientific, Technological and Technological Innovation 
Registry of Peru) is the most significant resource of Peruvian universities if they know how to manage 
it well. On the other hand, in Table 4, the full names of the acronyms of these Peruvian universities 
are considered, as well as UNSA (San Agustin National University).

In 2006, after the Law regulated SINEACE, a Peruvian university began to appear in the SIR Ranking in 
2009, which had not happened with university autonomy in the 31 years of duration of the National

Assembly of Rectors (ANR). After the University Reform of 2015, in this case, there was exponential 
growth, since from 3 universities, it increased to 30.

Conclusions
In conclusion, if the State through Congress and other institutions intends to violate the quality of 
higher education, then universities must have the autonomy to opt for quality models of interna-
tional or national accrediting agencies such as ICACIT, thus SINEACE under Law No. 31520 have 
annulled the Presidential Resolution N.° 000005-2022SINEACE/P and consider the indicators of the 
world quality rankings to ensure their positioning.
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These outcomes are reflected in the 4 Tables with the implementation of quality multi-models, 
continuous supervision, and the University Reform. These were the minimum criteria that allowed 
Peruvian universities to be positioned in at least three of the main rankings:

1. QS Ranking, Tables 2 and 3
2. THE Ranking, Table 4
3. SIR Ranking, Table 5

It is possible that for other researchers these world rankings (Torres-Samuel et al., 2019) may not 
be the best references; others will continue to be either against or in favor of the University Reform 
(Gallegos, 2023).
A limitation of the preparation of this work was that of not finding historical data on their national 
and international accreditations on the websites of the top 9 universities. For future research, the-
se should focus on “university autonomy according to constitutional jurisprudence” according to 
(Amaya et al., 2007), conceived as a limitless means for ensuring the quality of their universities and 
not as the lack of freedom or excessive supervision by a regulatory or supervisory entity; since this 
approach will hinder the progress del Peruvian educational system (Rodríguez et al., 2023) and will 
hurt the nation. Another point to investigate, (Berrios, 2023) would be to identify the universities 
that have questions about ethics (they have representation in Congress directly or indirectly, who 
lead negatively in the rankings of corruption or others), those that have problems with sustainability 
(problems with salaries, contributions to the pension fund or others), questions about their quality 
(problems with the National Superintendence of Labor Inspection (Sunafil), with the National Institu-
te for the Defense of Competition and Protection (INDECOPI) among others).

Notes
These 3 terms figure in the abstract:

	• The term SIR is the acronym of SCImago Institutions Rankings, which since 2009 has published its 
international ranking of research institutions worldwide based on its criteria.

	• The term QS is the acronym of the company Quacquarelli Symonds, which means sectoral and 
at the same time global classification, which since 2004 has published the rankings of the world’s 
universities based on a hierarchy criterion and since 2011, University Rankings Latin America.

	• The term THE is the acronym for the academic ranking of universities. THE is a global ranking of 
the world’s leading universities published by the Times Higher Education (THE). Since 2001, THE 
has been dedicated to publishing international rankings in education. It dissociated itself from its 
original rankings in education. It dissociated itself from its original partner Quacquarelli Symonds, 
creating a methodology for classifications.
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